
User Manual  

 

The CT Explored: Guided Tours application is designed to provide an interactive and immersive tour 
experience. Users can explore various locations, access detailed information about points of interest (POIs), and 
engage with social media features. The application aims to enhance cultural and historical awareness by 
integrating user-friendly navigation, multimedia content, and interactive leaderboards. 

System Requirements 

• Android: Requires Android 8.0 or later. 
• iOS: Requires iOS 13.0 or later. 
• Internet Connection: Required for accessing location-based services and social media features. 
• Device Storage: Minimum of 200MB free space recommended for smooth operation. 

Installation and Deployment 

Pre-Deployment Setup 

1. Log in to the Expo Application Services (EAS) account using: eas login 
  

2. Ensure all dependencies are installed and updated before proceeding with the build. 

Android Installation 

1. Build the latest version of the app: eas build --platform android 

 
 

2. Google Play Store requires a Google Service Account for submission. Follow the steps:   
a. Create a service account and obtain a JSON key file outlined here. 
b. Update the eas.json file with the correct serviceAccountPath variable. 
c. Update the version and the version code in the app.json file so it is different from last 

submission, or an error will occur. 
 



3. Submit the build for review: eas submit --platform android 

  
 
Choose ‘Select a build from EAS’, and choose an android build you wish to submit. 
 

4. Log in to the Google Play Console, select the app, and select ‘Releases Overview’. 
5. Click the arrow to the right on your release. 

 
 

6. Add testers via the ‘Internal Testing’ and share the testing link. 

 
 



7. Ensure that Google Play policies regarding permissions and access are met before deployment. 

IOS Installation 

1. Log in to the Apple Developer account. 
2. Build the latest version of the app using: Eas build --platform ios  

 
- Reuse the existing provisioning profile. 

 

 
 
 
 

3. Select the build you want to submit to TestFlight using: Eas submit --platform iOS.  Ensure compliance 
with Apple's App Store guidelines before submission. 



 
 
 
Note: The submission upload to the Apple Dev platform usually takes 5-10 minutes. Once it is uploaded 
the members in the internal TestFlight group gets invitation. If you want to add more testers you can add 
them to this group or you can send out individual invitations.  

 
  



4. Review the uploaded build and distribute it for internal testing via TestFlight. 

 
  



Main Features 

1. Tour Selection 

A list of tours will appear when opening the app. Users can scroll through and click on any tour they 
wish to view. Selecting a tour will bring the user to a map view and will contain multiple points of 
interests (POIs) related to the tour. Tours are split into multiple categories that show the recommended 
form of travel when following the tour. The categories can be seen on the “Select a Tour” page in the 
bottom-left corner of each tour. The categories are walking, biking, and driving. 
 

 
  



2. Viewing POIs 

When on the map page of a tour, multiple blue circles with numbers will be shown. These are points of 
interests (POIs), and they can be clicked on to view more information about the POI, such as images, 
descriptions, historical context, and related articles. There will be a box at the bottom of the screen that 
shows the name and a picture of the current selected POI. The name of the POI in this box can be tapped 
to also view more information. Clicking on the arrows will allow the user to jump from one POI to the 
next on the map. 
 

  
  



3. Navigation Assistance 

While on the detailed information page of a POI, the blue address can be clicked to give you directions 
to its location. This integrates with the Google Maps or Apple Maps application on your phone. 
 

  
  



4. Read More 

 

While viewing the information page of a POI, users will have access to the “Read More” button on the 
bottom. Clicking this button will open the browser and bring them to an article on the CTExplored’s 
website related to the POI and tour that the user is currently viewing. 

   

  



5. POI Quick Navigation 
 

On the detailed information page of a POI, arrows can be found at the bottom (scrolling may be needed). 
Like the arrows on the map screen, clicking on these can take you from one POIs detailed view to the 
next without having to go back to the map screen. This provides users with another option of following 
the tour which requires less back-and-forth navigation that might be confusing to some. 
 

  
  



6. Instagram Integration 
 

Users can link their Instagram account to the app. On the detailed information page of any POI, clicking 
on the “Instagram” button will prompt the user to first login using Google, Facebook or Apple ID. 
Clicking on it again will then allow the user to login with their Instagram account. This allows users to 
make direct posts from the CT Explored app. 
Note: Only Business or Creator Instagram Accounts can use this feature. 
 

 



 



7. Text-to-Speech Feature 

While viewing a POI’s information page, users can click on the “Click to Play” button to have the app 
verbally read out the POI’s description via Text-to-Speech. This accessibility feature allows ease of use 
for visually impaired users. 
 

 
  



 

8.  Saving POIs 
 

At the bottom of a POIs detailed information page, users can click on the “save” button to save that POI 
for future viewing. All saved POIs can be viewed from the “Saved” section of the app, which can be 
reached by returning to the tours page and clicking on the “Saved” tab at the bottom. 

 

     
  



9. Leaderboard 

After connecting their account to Instagram, users can earn points by posting photos with the designated 
hashtag. The leaderboard can be viewed by clicking on the “Leaderboard” tab at the bottom. This tab 
will show users the rankings as well as the user’s current scores. 
 

  
  



10. App Tutorial 

Users can click on a button in the top left corner of the tours page to activate a small tutorial on how to 
navigate the app. The tutorial quickly covers selecting a tour, viewing POI information, navigating POIs, 
activating GPS for a POI, and location additional features such as logging into Instagram, saving POIs, 
and viewing tour articles. The tutorial can be navigated by clicking on the “next” button on the bottom 
right or by swiping left and right. 
 

  
 



  
 
  



11.  Leaderboard and Prize Tutorial 

Users can click on a button in the top left corner of the leaderboard page to activate a brief tutorial about 
how to earn points and what prizes you can win. The tutorial can be navigated by clicking on the “next” 
button on the bottom right or by swiping left and right. 
 

  
 



  
  



Additional Walkthrough- Using Text to Speech 

1. Open the app and select a tour from the list. 
2. Tap on a POI marker on the map. 
3.  On the POI details page, locate the "Click to Play" button. 
4. Tap the button to hear an audio narration of the POI description. 

 

Additional Walkthrough- Using Read More 

1. Open the app and select a tour. 
2. Navigate the map to explore POIs. 
3. Click on a POI to access its description along with its detailed article, images, and navigation options. 



 
 
  



Additional Features 

• S3 Bucket: All pictures are served through Superbase's storage system, utilizing an S3-compatible 
bucket allowing for faster load times without taking up device storage. 

 
• User Authentication: Secure login via Google, Facebook, or Apple ID. 
• Offline Access: Cached data allows users to view limited information offline. 

 

6. Troubleshooting & Support 

• App Crashes: Ensure the app is updated to the latest version. 
• Internet Issues: Verify connectivity for accessing online features. 
• Login Problems: Check login credentials and authentication settings. 
• Leaderboard Delays: Refresh the app or verify hashtag usage for real-time updates. 
• Navigation Issues: Ensure GPS permissions are enabled. 
• TestFlight Installation Errors: Check that the TestFlight app is updated. 

 
 


