
User Manual 

Deployment of System: 

1) Before deploying either version, you must use the eas command “eas login” and 

login to the eas account for the app. 

2) See Pre-Deployment and Deployment folder for more information about 

Testflight and deployment information: Pre-Deployment and Deployment Info 
3) Android Install 

a. Build the most current version of the app using the eas build --platform 

android command. In the command line while in the directory for the app 

use this command. 

eas build --platform android 

 
 

b. Submit the build using eas submit. After the build is completed use this 

command. 

eas submit --platform android 

Google Play store requires a Google Service Account in addition to a Google 
Play Console account. This is because you need a private key Json file that is 
provided with the service account. To create the Service account, follow the 
steps here. 

You will need the Json file that contains the key. 

First select the option select a build from EAS and select the most recent 
android build. 

https://myccsu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/marekgrabowski_my_ccsu_edu/EmDENFGZj1JPtk0Xoai3u_4Bz04QfHg0Kn-KKdbjXy7OfQ?e=1eaA8A
https://github.com/expo/fyi/blob/main/creating-google-service-account.md


 

 

Next it will ask for the Json file that contains the key for your Service account. 
If the file path is not correct for the variable “serviceAccountPath” in the 
eas.json file. It will prompt you to enter the Json file. 

 

 
 

c. Log on to the Google Play Console. Find the most current version and 

publish it for internal testing.  

 
Click the arrow in the same row as the version that you published. You will 
see the create internal testing release page. Click Next, then click Save and 
Publish. The only version that should appear under Latest releases is the 
newest one. 



 
 
 

d. Update the testers by adding the emails of the new testers under the 

Internal Testing section by clicking the arrow next to testers, if need be.  

 
 
Adding testers: 

 
e. Send the link for the published build to testers by clicking Copy link under 

the How testers join your test section. Testers must be using the email 

that is on the testers list. The link will open the Google Play Store to the 

app. 

4) IOS Deployment 
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a. If app isn’t already installed, follow the TestFlight External Deployment
document in the Pre-Deployment and Deployment folder.

b. Build the most current version of the app using eas build --platform ios. In

the command line while in the directory for the app.

eas build --platform ios

For IOS you will be prompted to sign in with your apple id, and potentially 
enter a 2FA code 

Reuse the existing provisioning profile (y) 

c. After the build is completed submit the build using the eas submit

command.

Select option one as our build was created on Expo Cloud servers. 

https://myccsu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/marekgrabowski_my_ccsu_edu/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B31124EF7-19CC-4D15-B78D-66A93A5B2D70%7D&file=TestFlight%20External%20Deployment%20-%20CT%20Explored%20Guided%20Tours.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://myccsu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/marekgrabowski_my_ccsu_edu/EmDENFGZj1JPtk0Xoai3u_4Bz04QfHg0Kn-KKdbjXy7OfQ?e=1eaA8A
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  Select the most recent build. 

   

For ios you will be prompted to login with your apple id again. 

 

 

 
d. Once you see this screen your app is being uploaded to apples server, this 

step takes about 5 minutes. Once uploaded it should be automatically 
published to the internal TestFlight testing group, you should receive an 
email, along with a push notification. 
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Main features: 

1) Tour Selection: 

a. Description: Upon opening the app, choose a tour from the list of tours 

provided (currently there are three tours available). Selecting a tour will 

bring you to a map view that has different POIs (points of interest) related 

to the tour. 

2) Viewing POIs and their information: 

a. Description: Numbered blue circles on the map represent the different 

POIs. Clicking on a POI allows users to see detailed information about it, 

such as an image, location, and description. 

3) Directions to POI: 

a. Description: Directions can be easily accessed by clicking on the blue 

address displayed below the image of the POI. This is integrated through 

Google and Apple Maps, to allow for a seamless experience for Android 

and Apple users.  

4) Instagram login: 

a. Description: Clicking on the Instagram button will prompt a user to first 

log into the app, using Google, Facebook, or Apple ID. After 

authentication within the app has been made, a user can click on the 

Instagram button again and be prompted to login with their Instagram 

account.  

5) Saving a POI: 

a. Description: A user can tap on the save button on the bottom of the 

information page of the POI so save it for future reference. The saved 

locations can be accessed easily from the “saved” page at the bottom of 

the app. 

6) Read More: 

a. Description: Additional information can be found about the POI by clicking 

the “read more” button. Currently it will redirect to the home page of CT 

Explored, but future development aims to link to specific articles. 

7) Leaderboard:  

a. Description: After a user has logged in with Instagram, they can earn 

points on the leaderboard by posting a picture to Instagram with a 

hashtag. The leaderboard allows a user to track their place and see 

exactly where they fall compared to other users.  

 

 

Main Walkthrough: 



1) Choose a tour: When the app first loads, you can select a tour from the list 

provided. Selecting a tour (ex: Norwalk) will bring you to a map screen with 

different points of interest. 

a.  
2) Viewing & accessing information of POIs (points of interest): The map screen will 

display these POIs, where you can either click the little blue circle with the 

number or use the arrows at the bottom to navigate between different POIs.  



a.  
3) Accessing information of POIs: Once a POI has been clicked on, the app will 

bring up a new screen, that contains an image of the POI, the location of it, and 

a description about the POI.  



a.  
4) Directions to POI: Underneath the image, there is an address in blue that you 

can click on, and it will ask you to open Google/Apple maps. Once you open the 

maps, it will show you the directions to get to the POI, either by driving, walking, 

etc.  



a.          
5) Saving POI: If you would like to save a POI to view later, you can press the save 

button on the bottom of the screen, which you can then view from the “saved” 

page, that holds all saved locations. 



a.       
6) Read more: There’s a button to read more about the location. At the moment, it 

brings you to the home page of the CT Explored website. In future development, 

it should bring you to the specific article connected to the specific POI/tour. 



a.           
 

 

Additional Walkthrough: 

1) Posting to Instagram Walkthrough: 

a. After a user has selected a tour, and a POI, they can click on the 

Instagram button to log in. At first, this will prompt the user to log into 

the CT Explored Guided Tours app, using Google, Facebook, or Apple. 



i.  
b. After signing in with one of the provided systems, you can go to the home 

page and click the little human icon at the top to see Account information 

(such as name, email, how you’re authenticated, etc).  



i.  
c.  If you go back to the POI, you can click on the Instagram button again, 

and this time it will prompt you to link your account to Instagram. It will 

also pop open a web view that will confirm that you want to link your 

Instagram account to the app. 



i.         

 



d. After your account has been linked, you can copy the hashtag and click on 

the “post to Instagram” button. This will bring you to Instagram and once 

an image has been posted with the hashtag, it will update the leaderboard 

as needed (see leaderboard walkthrough for more details). 

i.      
2) Leaderboard Walkthrough: 

a. Users can click the #ctexplored button to copy it, and then they can use 

Ctrl + V to paste it into their Instagram post. Then, they can click the 

“Post to Instagram” button to link the Instagram webpage and make a 

post with either the copied hashtag or by typing it in manually if 

preferred. 



  

b. Once a user posts on Instagram with the hashtag #ctexplored, the 

application will compute the user’s current score and then proceed to 

update the Supabase table accordingly. In the app, if you click on the 

“leaderboard” button, you will be shown the leaderboard and your score 

will be highlighted in yellow, to show your location on the leaderboard. 

 



 




